Kid Lawyer Chapter 1 – Civics Summary

In Chapter 1, we meet Theodore Boone, a thirteen-year-old boy who lives in the town of Strattenburg. Theo comes from a family of lawyers. Both of his parents are attorneys, so the law is an important part of his life. Because of this, Theo spends a lot of time around the county courthouse, where many legal cases are decided.

Theo loves the courthouse and dreams about working in the legal system one day. Sometimes he imagines becoming a trial lawyer, and other times he thinks about becoming a judge who makes fair decisions. This shows how important the justice system is to him.

Before school, Theo visits the courthouse and meets his friend April Finnemore, who is there because her parents are going through a divorce trial in Family Court. In this type of court, a judge decides important family matters, such as who will have custody of a child. April is nervous because she may have to tell the judge which parent she wants to live with.

Theo explains to her an important rule in the legal system: because she is 13 years old, the judge will consider her opinion, but the judge will make the final decision. This shows how judges must carefully decide what is best for a child.

Later, Theo visits **Judge Henry.
After Theo goes to see Judge Henry Gantry, an important event happens that connects directly to the legal system and the big trial in the story.

What Happens Next

Theo asks the judge for a special request.
Theo explains that his Government class wants to come to the courthouse the next day to watch the beginning of a very important criminal trial.

The judge agrees to help.
Even though he is busy, Judge Gantry listens to Theo. He decides to reserve 17 seats in the balcony for Theo’s class (16 students and their teacher). He also tells his secretary to send a note to the school principal so the class can attend.

The judge reminds Theo about courtroom behavior.
Judge Gantry says he expects perfect behavior from the students because a courtroom is a serious place where justice is carried out.

They briefly discuss the famous case.
Before Theo leaves, the judge asks Theo what he thinks about the suspect in the upcoming murder trial, Pete Duffy.

Theo shows he understands an important legal principle.
Theo answers correctly that the suspect is “presumed innocent.”
This refers to the legal idea called the Presumption of Innocence, which means a person is considered innocent until proven guilty in court.

Theo gives his personal opinion anyway.
Even though he understands the rule, Theo admits that he personally thinks the man might be guilty.

The judge responds like a true judge.
Judge Gantry says that he must remain fair and impartial, meaning he cannot have an opinion about guilt or innocence before hearing the evidence in court.

Why This Scene Is Important 

This part of the chapter teaches is about:

The role of a judge
Courtroom procedures
The idea of presumption of innocence
Why judges must stay neutral and fair

